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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 

WASHINGTON O C 20303 


PUBLIC APPaiRS 
Phone: ,703) 351-7676 

21 April 1980 


Mr. John Seigenthaler 
Editor, Editorial Page 
USA TODAY 

1000 Wilson Boulevard 
Arlington, Virginia 22209 

Dear Mr. Seigenthaler: 


Securl tv ’ i ■ 4Dri ’ . ed, > rial " T »» Many Secrets Are Reel 

• £ . ^ citizens. It also blithely insists that nnlv 

information provided by this country' S ; na f v onl > . 
adversaries is harmful* while ?he sens itiJIS, t0 ^ T* 0 "' 8 
information the KGB and its cohorts read in thf‘ , n f tlonal securi ty 

a be p S?I?5: 

for those military (and national intelligence ) 'secrets rnT. *7 
known to potential enemies through open publication a's ft J® 

inaas zb « * w*r:; x 

ijfomatinn n W w1 ff . P r °tecti^ ng the identities of these people the 
nformation our allies provide, and the capabi 1 i ties of our 


It is unfortunate that USA TODAY cannot differentia 

can public to possess as much information as possible to make 
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Mr. John Seigenthaler 


- 2 * 


21 April 1986 


informed judgments about the conduct of the government's business 
Both concerns are real, different, but clearly not mutually 
exclusive. There can be freedom of the press and a sensitivity bv 
the press to the need to protect military, diplomatic and 

boJn fr^ Ce ac f ivities that defend this nation. The nation can have 
freedom eed ° m ^ secunty * but " lthout security it will have no 

While it is obviously desirable for the press to seek our 
publish and criticize malfeasance or nonfeasance on the oar? of 
individuals or government enti tipc pa t of 

interest for thl pre»"o ISJ JJ’i.llbiJ. J^le r'rXlt,?' 5 
expose the sources and methods used in intel Hoence ro??J???nn d r 

t0 pub1l ' sh such inf °™t1on provided by le^ke^ 

?roH such exp«;?r 0 ^ of rISit 

of secr«I°orth2 d lMk n Ls f i?! ?[ ess put tl,e 1,1 "* for ‘he hemorrhage 
or secrets on the leakers, but the press itself caters to such a 

leakers encourages their purposes and then absolves itself from the 

r?r £ H£ "• 

& P r ss^sr- r f nr 

» « - security « £ ITI 

?reX S rh! CLjnty ^ thereby Us Adorns, including the very 

blit P^^^’s^'tragid^n^ostile spies' JJrjwSJiJe^i^theTs! , 

printing ver^SImaginJ'lllksi^hy^ ’arMTth^lMke^^ho^r 1 * 8 ^ 
betrayed our government's trust condemned by the press at least to 

good deal of media hypocrisy in all this. ° S ^ 6 S a 

sSSpsMXSffs&ts sawar - 

in i S e 9 1 ^ lmate secrets. Some organizations and individual 

rs & w * & 


Sincerely , 


George V. Lauder 
Director, Public Affairs 
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 

WASHINGTON. O C. SOSOS 


PUBLIC AFFAIRS 
Phon*: (703) 351-7676 


8 May 1986 

Mr. Strobe Talbott 
TIME Magazine 
1050 Connecticut Avenue 
Suite 850 

Washington, D.C. 20036-5334 
Strobe, 


The Director asked me to ensure that Ralph Davidson and Henrv Grunwaln 
are attached. S SP6eCh t0 th<? Amen ’ can Society of Newspaper Editors. They 


iPAkAr^In iS 3 Clear need for the administration to go after Its 

iGHkcrs in d vigorous wdy <3 n d for the Conorp*;^ rin f ha . 

the media has some responsibilities in this area too Attarhe^/ 66 " 15 t0 me 
letter I sent to USA today t* '!„♦ " a ; ea » t0 °- Attached Is a recent 
the newspaper's -cfrcu?“ a PParently--and not surpri slnjly-lnto 

I have tried for two and a half years tc bring the media to an 
understanding that this is their intelligence service and that it lainc 

Nonetheless ^it/^ 01 " 55 ■ th ! media en J° ys * 1 have hfl d some success/ 
onot hel 6s s , with others it hds been like oeeino intnanaiA tu «» 

Of arrogance out there and total contempt for the need to Jrotect inteHiolnce 

to^reate anlT reni acP^Th 1 collec * 10n systems which are extremely difficult 
o c eate and replace. These sensitive systems cost billions and it tafcoe 

adversarin d °i them - 1n S ° me novel way t0 circun, vent the countermeasures our 
E lwl 1" ° ur " ay> tha " ks t0 he 'p that the media provides 

„V„ h n nf0n " at :.°" the ? ca ? provide earl >' " a ™"9, a ™ control! le?rSn'sm 

and other priority national intelligence needs. terrorism 

<n . ,[ his C0Untry . Can have a free Press — it certainly needs one— and a suDerb 
intelligence service. It needs that, too. We have to work tocether-.vo/i/ 

taLrr 3 !?/ we 1n the intelligence business— to iron out ou/problems That 

tha 6 i ll n ~ ne ! s to listen, not lecture. The media tends to be better at 
the latter than the former in matters of this type. 
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Mr. Strobe Talbott -2- 


8 May 1986 


/Ayency raa unaer consideration your reauest for th* f 

any complaint we might have against Time! Before we could i arHve a? f ° 

ps: , ^,*? ht h r.s 

obscene* take precedence o.er our deciston^aktng process 1 h ' S 

Sincerely, 


STAT 


George V. Lauder 
Director, Public Affairs 
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